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General  Authority  Visits  South  Africa 

The  first  visit  of  Elder  and  Sister  Boyd  K.  Packer  to  the  South  African 
Mission  is  now  an  experience  filled  with  happy  memories  lor  the  members 
and  missionaries  in  this  great  land.  From  the  moment  they  arri\ed  at  the 
Jan  Smuts  Airport  until  they  left  two  weeks  later  the)  endeared  themselves 
to  all  of  us  through  their  pleasant  ways  oi  doing  and  saying  things.  The 
inspiration  received  bj  each  o\'  us  in  hearing  them  speak  and  being  coun- 
selled by  them  will  long  bear  its  mark  on  the  direction  and  growth  of  the 
South  African  Mission. 

Elder  Packer  said  it  had  been  a  boyhood  dream  to  one  day  visit  this 
wonderful  country  —  that  while  his  boyfriends  were  playing  "cowboys  and 
Indians"  he  was  playing  "Safari  in  Africa".  As  a  child  he  learned  to  dis- 
tinguish one  buck  from  another  and  each  animal  native  to  this  country 
from  the  other.  He  knows  the  names  and  habits  of  hundreds  of  birds  and 
is  able  to  recognize  them  on  sight,  so  the  wonders  of  South  Africa  and 
Rhodesia  are  well-known  to  him.  What  had  not  been  so  well-known  were 
the  beautiful  cities,  the  vast  veld,  and  a  first-hand  acquaintance  with  the 
wonderful  people.  He  expressed  many  times  how  much  at  home  he  felt 
among  the  Saints  here.  He  said  that  he  felt  the  members  were  those  whom 
he  had  met  before  and  was  happy  to  be  with  them.  That  this  feeling  was 
mutual  is  shown  in  that  so  many  hundreds  of  people  attended  the  various 
meetings  which  were  held  in  the  dedications  of  eight  new  chapels  and  in 
the  li\e  other  district  and  branch  meetings  held  under  his  direction.  More 
than  five  thousand  miles  were  covered  as  he  visited  from  one  end  of  the 
mission  to  the  other.  It  was  regretted  that  permission  was  not  given  for 
a  visa  to  visit  the  members  of  the  Church  in  Zambia.  It  was  a  thrill  to  see 
many  of  the  same  members  at  many  of  the  dedications  in  the  Transvaal 
and  Natal  Districts.  Those  who  were  able  to  do  so  longed  to  be  in  the 
presence  of  Elder  and  Sister  Packer  to  such  an  extent  that  they  travelled 
from  one  branch  to  the  other  so  as  not  to  miss  any  of  the  inspired  talks 
given  by  them. 

Sister  Badger  and  1  were  the  most  blessed  of  all  in  hearing  them 
speak  in  each  of  the  meetings.  We  were  thrilled  time  and  time  again  in 
hearing  messages  given  which  were  tailored  to  the  needs  of  those  present, 
evidencing  to  us  in  an  unmistakable  way  that  he  was  not  alone  in  his 
assignment  and  responsibilities.  We  witnessed  that  the  guiding  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  giving  the  inspiration  of  the  moment  for  the  special  benefit  of 
those  saints  who  were  gathered  to  receive  the  "bread  of  life".  The  Holy 
(ihost  was  truly  with  Elder  Packer  in  prompting  him  in  the  very  hour 
needed  to  say  those  things  which  the  Lord  would  have  him  say.  This  truth 
has  been  impressed  upon  our  minds  and  hearts,  for  which  we  are  grateful. 
It  is  no  easy  assignment  to  dedicate  eight  chapels  and  to  speak  in  numerous 
other  meetings  as  well  in  so  short  a  time.  Elder  Packer  said  that  it  would 
be  an  overwhelming  task  if  he  had  to  rely  upon  his  own  strength  and 
knowledge  to  do  so.  We  are  blessed  in  knowing  that  each  of  us.  if  we  live 
worthily  is  made  equal  to  the  Church  assignment  which  we  have  accepted. 

The  knowledge  has  come  to  us  that  great  blessings  are  in  store  for 
the  branches  and  districts  of  the  South  African  Mission.  Great  increases  m 
membership  will  become  a  fact.  Wards  and  Stakes  of  the  Church  will  be 
established.  Chapels  built  to  house  the  saints  will  be  too  small.  New 
Chapels  and  Stake  Houses  will  have  to  be  built.  Those  who  are  inactive 
and  non-members  will  become  devoted  members  and  will  assume  positions 
of  gieat  leadership  in  this  land.  Many  of  those  who  now  preside  and 
lead  will  be  given  greater  positions  of  leadership.  The  work  of  the  Lord 
will  roll  forth  in  the  South  African  Mission.  This  will  be  accomplished 
through  greater  devotion  of  members,  through  a  stepped-up  programme 
whereby  the  missionaries  will  be  given  referrals  by   members  and  will  seek 
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I  Became  a  Mormon 

by    Daniel   C.    Roode   (Mowbray    branch) 

"1  want  to  become  a  Mormon." 

"What?"  You  must  be  joking,  you  cannot  be  serious.  I  won't  believe 
it.  Do  you  realize  by  doing  this  you  arc  turning  your  back  on  Christ  and 
Christianity?  Do  you  realize  that  by  doing  so.  you,  whom  we  all  respect 
so  much  as  a  true  Christian,  are  denouncing  Christ  and  the  cross?" 

So  it  all  started;  my  struggle  to  become  a  Saint.  But  let  me  start  at 
the  beginning. 

In  1952,  I  was  in  standard  IX  at  school,  when  our  History  teacher 
mentioned  one  day,  during  a  lecture  and  discussion  on  American  History, 
the  American  Trek  over  the  plains  of  America  by  a  group  of  people  belong- 
ing to  a  certain  religious  sect,  calling  themselves  Mormons.  Immediately  the 
name  intrigued  me.  Who  were  these  people?  What  was  their  belief?  My 
teacher  could  not  answer  my  questions.  Instead  she  told  me  to  forget  about 
them  and  not  worry  about  it  any  more. 

Years  passed,  arid  I  entered  university.  Many  questions  I  had  concern- 
ing God,  his  character  and  our  purpose  could  not  be  answered  satis- 
factorily. At  first  I  became  athaestically  inclined,  but  I  could  find  no  peace 
of  mind.  I  finally  decided  to  give  my  all  to  God  and  work,  work,  work  to 
grow  in  His  kingdom.  Maybe  this  would  help  me  to  receive  the  answers  to 
all  my  questions.  I  became  active  in  my  church.  I  became  the  organist, 
started  Sunday  school  teaching,  and  prayed  and  prayed  for  forgiveness 
for  all  my  sins.  I  begged  for  salvation  and  asked  the  questions  I  wanted 
answered. 

As  the  months  flew  by,  I  continued  to  work  in  my  church,  sometimes 
with  vigour  and  at  other  times  only  because  it  was  expected  of  me.  I 
started  to  twist  and  turn  religion  so  as  to  suit  and  fit  me  personally.  Just  as 
I  became  more  at  ease  and  learned  to  accept  the  unanswered  questions  as 
"one  of  those  things  you  just  accept  and  don't  argue  about,"  It  happened: 

One  afternoon  in  1962.  I  heard  a  knock  on  my  flat  door.  It  was  two 
Mormon  Missionaries.  We  had  a  long  talk  together  and  made  an  appoint- 
ment for  them  to  call  again.  How  I  looked  forward  to  that  meeting!  At 
last  I  would  meet  them  face  to  face,  and  find  out  more  about  them  — 
something  I  had  desired  to  do  since  my  school  days.  But  it  was  not  to  be. 
When  the  time  for  our  appointment  arrived,  I  was  seven  miles  away  at  a 
conference  with  a  feeling  of  absolute  hopelessness,  not  knowing  how  to 
contact  the  missionaries  to  tell  them  to  come  another  time.  I  didn't  see 
them  again  for  a  while. 

September  1967  I  visited  the  library  and  to  my  delight  I  found  a  book 
entitled  The  Mormons.  Reading  through.  I  found  for  the  first  time  the  full 
name  of  the  Church.  On  completing  the  book  I  returned  it  to  the  library 
and  decided  to  do  something  to  find  out  some  more  information. 

I  was  busy  looking  through  the  telephone  book,  on  the  off  chance  of 
there  being  a  Mormon  Church  in  Cape  Town,  when  I  was  disturbed  by  a 
knock  at  the  door.  There  stood  two  young  men,  who  introduced  themselves 
and  said  that  they  had  an  important  message  for  me.  I  invited  them  in,  as 
is  my  usual  custom.  As  we  sat  down,  one  of  the  young  men  looked  me  in 
the  eyes  and  came  out  with  the  following  statement: 

"Sir,  forgive  me  for  being  personal,  but  tell  me  something  —  I  have 
a  feeling  that  you  needed  us  at  this  very  moment." 

I  didn't  know  what  he  was  talking  about.  In  fact  I  didn't  even  know 
what  his  business  was  until  his  next  statement  came: 

"You  see,  we  are  Mormon  Missionaries  from  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latterday  Saints." 

I  don't  know  to  this  day  how  to  describe  my  feeling  at  that  moment.  I 
I  was  surprised  at  his  knowledge  of  me.  I  invited  them  to  call  again,  to 
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tell  me  more  about  their  church  and  way  of  life  and  to  show  me  their 
chapel. 

Appointments  followed  one  another  fast,  for  I  couldn't  hear  or  learn 
enough,  and  as  things  progressed,  so  my  questions  were  beginning  to  be 
answered. 

I  discussed  these  appointments  with  my  minister  one  evening  and  in- 
stead of  being  as  interested  as  I  was.  he  warned  me  to  break  ofT  all  contact 
and  forget  that  I  had  ever  met  these  missionaries. 

"But  why?"  I  wanted  to  know. 

"Because  they  arc  the  children  of  Satan  and  arc  trying  to  force  you 
away  from  the  true  belief  in  Christ." 

"But  surely  my  belief  in  Christ  is  strong  enough  for  me  to  discern 
when  things  begin  to  move  away  from  Him.  I  promise  you  that  when  this 
occurs  I  won't  hesitate  in  telling  them  to  go." 

The  missionaries  asked  me  to  read  the  Book  of  Mormon.  I  took  it, 
but  wouldn't  read  it  at  first.  But  after  four  days  I  found  I  couldn't  leave  it 
alone  any  longer.  I  started  to  read  it  but  would  not  accept  that  it  was  the 
word  of  God.  I  prayed  to  my  Heavenly  Father  to  show  me  clearly  that  this 
was  not  His  word.  Instead.  I  became  more  and  more  convinced  that  this 
WAS  the  true  church,  that  Joseph  Smith  WAS  a  true  prophet  of  God  and 
that  the  Book  of  Mormon  WAS  His  word. 

All  of  a  sudden  I  became  frightened  at  what  the  outcome  of  all  this 
might  be  and  mean  to  me.  I  wanted  to  tell  the  missionaries  never  to  come 
again,  but  instead  invited  them  again  and  again.  And  then  finally  it 
happened. 

I  cannot  remember  during  which  discussion  it  was  that  this  happened. 
I  know  only  that  it  was  the  third  week  in  March.  1968.  that  finally.  I  had 
to  admit,  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  that  I  could  not  lie  to  the  truth  any  more. 
I  broke  down,  feeling  lonely  and  frightened  at  what  might  be  following  this 
decision.  I  think  that  if  I  knew  then  what  was  to  follow  during  the  next 
three  months.  I  would  never  have  been  able  to  make  the  decision  that 
night.  However.  I  immediately  sent  in  my  resignation  of  my  post  as  the 
organist  of  my  church  and  only  wanted  to  find  out  if  they  would  accept  it 
on  one  month's  notice  instead  of  the  usually  required  three  months.  Four 
days  later  the  storm  broke  loose. 

I  received  a  telephone  call  at  work  from  my  minister  asking  what  was 
going  on.  as  I  had  enclosed  no  reasons  as  to  my  resignation. 

"Nothing  has  happened,  I  just  don't  see  my  way  open  to  continue  as 
the  organist." 

And  with  that  the  most  exhausting  three  months  of  my  life  to  date 
started.  A  never  ending  stream  of  questions,  answers,  meetings,  discussions 
and  study  became  my  daily  routine.  During  this  time  of  trial  I  was  con- 
stantly moving  between  four  places:  my  home,  my  work,  my  missionaries' 
residence  and  their  church. 

I  had  a  meeting  shortly  thereafter  with  my  minister.  This  meeting  left 
me  bewildered,  frightened  and  confused.  The  next  afternoon  I  went  to  see 
the  missionaries  about  some  of  the  minister's  questions,  taking  with  me 
some  of  the  scriptures  he  had  thrown  at  me.  I  got  the  answers  and  explana- 
tions T  wanted.  No  sooner  had  T  reached  home  than  I  received  a  phone 
call  from  my  minister  asking  me  to  appear  before  the  Church  Council  of 
sixty-three  members  the  next  evening.  I  charged  back  to  the  Elders.  Four 
long  hours  of  discussion  and  preparation  followed  to  help  me  plan  and 
prepare  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  evening. 

At  that  meeting  I  was  cross  examined  about  twelve  times  by  the  elders 
of  the  Council  on  Mormon  doctrine  and  belief.  I  had  received  a  Meet  the 
Mormons  and  some  pamphlets  from  the  missionaries  which  helped  me 
talk  and  answer  their  queries. 

The  Council  meeting  time  arrived.  We  opened  with  a  prayer  and  then 
I  was  called  forward  to  what  could  easily  be  called  a  witness  stand.  The 
reason  for  the  meeting  was  stated,  with  some  shock  and  dismay,  and  I 
was  challenged  as  to  the  truth  of  my  newly-found  Gospel. 
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"Wh>  is  it  of  such  importance  to  you  that  there  be  a  prophet  in  our 
time?" 

"Because  from  the  earliest  times.  God  revealed  nothing  unto  men  but 
through  his  servants,  the  prophets." 

In  this  manner  meeting  after  meeting  came  and  went,  and  yet  no  one 
could  convince  me  that  I  was  wrong.  I  fact,  my  testimony  grew  stronger 
with  each  meeting. 

I  met  with  some  Theology  professors  at  Stellenbosch  University,  and 
still  the  same  questions  were  put  forth.  I  met  with  some  students  at  the 
same  university  and  left  them  confused  and  arguing  amongst  themselves. 
Every  time  the  main  question  was:  "Where  does  your  church  get  its 
authority  to  speak  in  the  name  of  God?"  Every  time  the  answer  was  dif- 
ferent, but  never  "through  divine  revelation." 

About  seven  weeks  before  my  eventual  baptismal  date.  I  went  to  my 
parents*  home  and  told  them  about  the  step  I  was  ready  to  make.  Although 
they  listened  very  calmly.  I  knew  as  I  left  that  the  storm  was  still  to  come. 
Two  days  later  my  mother  phoned  to  tell  me  that  my  father  had  had  a 
nervous  breakdown  and  through  tears  and  sobs  she  begged  me  to  put  aside 
that,  which  at  this  time  already,  was  very  much  treasured.  She  could 
not  take  the  strain  anymore,  especially  my  father  saying  that  he  had  lost  a 
son.  To  him  his  only  son  was  dead.  By  the  order  of  their  doctor,  I  was  not 
allowed  to  go  and  see  them  for  almost  three  weeks.  Although  I  phoned  my 
mother  every  day  to  find  out  how  he  was,  my  father  refused  to  speak  to 
"strangers".  After  three  weeks  I  succeeded  in  speaking  to  him  on  the  tele- 
phone in  a  very  formal  manner. 

Another  shock  awaited  me.  On  the  Good  Friday,  the  local  minister 
based  his  sermon  on  Judas'  betrayal  of  Christ: 


"To  us  it  is  inconceivable  that  a  disciple  of  Christ  could  betray  his 
Master  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver.  But  this  is  still  happening  today.  Here 
in  our  own  congregation  we  have  a  man  and  teacher  of  our  local  school 
who  is  preparing  to  turn  his  back  on  Christ  in  favour  of  a  so-called 
modern-day  prophet.  Joseph  Smith."  His  sermon  became  so  bitter  that  five 
of  my  friends,  who  knew  of  my  conversion,  stood  up  and  walked  out  half- 
way through  the  service. 

I  was  baptised  on  Saturday,  May  4th.  1968.  It  was  a  rainy,  un- 
interesting day,  but  to  me  this  was  the  brightest  day  of  my  life.  The  next 
day  I  was  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  A  month  later  I  was  found  worthy  enough  to  receive  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood,  a  precious  possession  to  me  and  a  force  with  which  I  could 
face  the  opposition  of  the  whole  world. 

In  July  my  parents  came  to  visit  me  for  a  weekend.  On  Sunday  we 
passed  my  old  church  and  out  of  the  blue  my  father  asked  me  if  I  had 
been  to  Church  lately.  "Yes."  I  answered  and  got  a  second  question  that 
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Elder  Longden 
Succumbs 


Elder  John  Longden,  Assistant  to  the 
Twelve,  was  eulogized  as  a  man  whose  life 
was  one  of  devotion  and  unselfish  service  to 
his  Church,  his  God  and  his  fellowmen.  Elder 
Longden.  70,  died  on  August  30  at  his  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  after  a  brief  illness. 

A  statement  from  the  First  Presidency 
said:  "We  join  with  the  other  General  Authori- 
ties and  members  of  the  Church  everywhere 
in  expressing  our  deep  sorrow  in  the  passing 
of  our  beloved  associate,  Elder  John  Longden. 

"His  was  a  life  of  devoted,  faithful  and 
unselfish  service.  He  used  his  many  talents  for 
the  blessing  of  his  church  and  community,  and 
will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  many  friends,  associates  and  loved  ones.  We 
acknowledge  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  leadership  and  dedication  in  the 
service  of  the  Master. 

"We  extend  our  love  and  heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  loved  ones  and 
pray  the  blessings  of  heaven  will  bring  them  peace  and  comfort  in  their 
bereavement." 

Speakers  at  the  funeral  service  included  N.  Eldon  Tanner  of  the  First 
Presidency,  Elder  D.  Stapley  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  and  Elder  Hugh 
B.  Brown  of  the  First  Presidency. 

Elder  Longden's  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  Church  and  to 
the  work.  He  served  as  a  missionary  in  the  Central  States  Mission,  as  a 
bishop  of  a  Salt  Lake  Ward,  as  a  stake  high  councilman.  He  served  on  the 
General  Church  Welfare  Committee  and  since  1951  has  served  as  Assistant 
to  the  Twelve. 


CONGRATULATORY  TELEGRAM 

Upon  hearing  of  the  success  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  land,  a 
former  mission  president  and  his  wife  joined  in  sending  their  congratula- 
tions to  the  South  African  Mission.  Their  telegram  reads: — 

CONGRATULATIONS  RE  CHAPEL  DEDICATIONS.  LOVE  TO 
MISSIONARIES  AND  SAINTS.  —  GOLDEN  AND  UNICE  SNOW 

I  BECAME  A  MORMON  (Continued  from  page  258) 

nearly  made  my  heart  stop,  for  my  parents  knew  nothing  of  my  baptism. 
I  had  neglected  to  tell  them  because  of  my  father's  poor  health. 

"Which  church,  ours  or  yours? 

"Both"  was  my  hesitant  reply.  And  then  he  wanted  to  know  when  I 
had  joined  the  Church,  stating  that  he  had  had  a  feeling  on  May  4  at  three 
p.m.  that  I  had  joined  the  Church.  I  remembered  that  I  went  into  the 
baptismal  font  at  3  p.m.  He  asked  me  questions  on  how  I  felt,  if  I  did  not 
feel  badly  for  not  telling  them  and  then  he  asked  me  to  only  promise 
them  one  thing:  That  I  would  not  hesitate  to  go  back  to  their  church  as 
soon  as  I  found  out  that  my  church  does  not  believe  in  Jesus  Christ.  This 
I  gladly  promised. 

And  today?  My  parents  are  satisfied  with  the  life  I  am  leading.  They 
have  seen  the  change  in  my  life.  I  myself  am  so  grateful  to  my  Heavenly 
Father  for  showing  me  the  truth  and  the  true  Gospel. 


October,  1969     CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


259 


FEARLESSNESS 

By  Texas  W.  Smith 

What   should    I    fear? 

The  wind?    The   storms? 
I  am  their  match.  My  spirit  rides 

at  ease   upon   the  raging   tides. 
Let   terror  come   by  any   form 

and   I  shall   meet  its  direct  cry 
with   calmness  in   my   heart.  My  veins 

shall   thrill    in   strife.   I   hold   the   reins 
of  destiny  —  one  can  but  die. 

Yea,  let  all  evil  do  its  worst  — 
it  cannot  touch   my  secret  self 

that  scorns  all  worldliness  and  pelf 
and  fears,  but  fear  yet  all  else  durst 

the  eagle  has  its  wings,  the  bear, 
his  claws,  the  little  buck  his  feet, 

The  good  God  made  him  keen  and  fleet. 
Yea,  each  is  framed  to  withstand  fear 

and   if  we  perish   in  our  quest 
what  should  we  fear? 

He  who   knows   all 
stands  close  to  catch  us  when  we  fall 

and   all   our   needless   fears, 
By  His  graciousness,  are  set  at  rest. 
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ELDER  PACKER'S  INSPIRING  VISIT 

Arrival 

Elder  and  Sister  Boyd  K.  Packer  arrived  August  31,  1969  at  Jan  Smuts 
Airport,  Johannesburg  to  begin  their  two-week  tour  of  the  South  African 
Mission  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  The  giant  jet 
landed  after  travelling  for  several  hours  from  Australia  where  the  Packers 
held  various  conferences  of  the  Church.  Nearly  250  enthusiastic  saints 
welcomed  Elder  and  Sister  Packer  to  this  Land  with  their  happy  smiles  and 
the  song,  'Come  Come  Ye  Saints'. 

Elder  and  Sister  Packer  were  visibly  touched  by  the  warm  welcome 
and  mentioned  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  they  had  ever  had.  During  his 
words  of  greeting  at  the  airport.  Elder  Packer  mentioned  that  it  seemed  to 
him  as  though  he  had  met  these  people  before  —  that  the  gospel  seems  to 
break  down  barriers  between  strangers.  Although  he  had  never  met  these 
people  before,  he  felt  as  though  he  had  known  them  all  his  life. 

After  a  short  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  the  safe  arrival  of  the  general 
authority  of  the  Church  and  his  wife  by  President  Cherrett  of  the  Mission 
Presidency,  President  of  the  Mission,  Howard  C.  Badger,  and  his  wife  and 
the  Packers  made  their  way  to  the  Mission  Home  where  they  spent  the 
night. 

The  day  after  the  arrival  of  the  Packers  was  taken  up  with  a  mission- 
ary meeting  at  Ramah.  Thirty-eight  missionaries  were  in  attendance.  Elder 
Packer  interviewed  each  missionary  and  in  his  address  he  gave  the  Elders 
some  very  concise,  practical  teaching  advice  which  the  mission  leaders  feel 
will  bring  far  greater  effectiveness  in  teaching  the  Gospel  and  in  giving 
the  people  in  this  land  a  better  opportunity  to  understand  its  great 
principles. 

Monday  evening,  September  1,  the  Germiston  Chapel  was  dedicated  to 
the  Lord.  The  main  theme  of  Elder  Packer's  address  on  this  evening  was 
the  Family  Home  Evening.  With  reference  to  this  he  quoted  the  last  verses 
of  the  Old  Testament  concerning  "the  turning  of  the  hearts  of  the  children 
to  the  fathers  and  the  fathers  to  the  children."  He  used  this  scripture  to 
point  out  the  need  we  have  to  promote  more  unity  and  consideration 
for  our  families  members.  The  fathers  should  indeed  turn  their  hearts  to 
their  own  children  and  guide  them  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  and  how  the 
children  should  turn  unto  their  fathers  and  obey  his  words  of  counsel  — 
lest  the  Lord  smite  the  earth  with  a  curse. 

Coastal  and  Orange  Free  State  Branches 

The  Pietermaritzburg  and  Durban  Chapels  were  dedicated  on  Tuesdav. 
September  2.  The  next  stop  was  East  London  where  the  East  London 
Chapel  was  dedicated.  Here  Sister  Packer  encouraged  the  members  to  seek 
to  develop  and  use  their  talents  for  the  upbuilding  of  our  Heavenly  Father's 
Kingdom. 

Elder  Packer's  talk  in  East  London  was  directed  towards  the  mission- 
ary responsibility  of  the  members.  "Your  non-member  loved  ones."  he 
said,  "will  not  come  into  the  Church  unless  you  cause  this  to  happen."  He 
stated  that  we  should  select  someone  whom  we  would  like  to  bring  the 
Gospel  to  and  then  ask  the  Lord  how  he  wanted  us  to  go  about  doing  this. 
Statistics  show  that  far  more  converts  are  introduced  to  the  Gospel  b\ 
members  of  the  Church  than  are  found  by  missionaries  trading.  Missiona- 
ries are  equipped  however,  to  teach  the  Gospel  in  a  more  systematic  and 
effective  way. 
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Shortly  after  arriving  in 
Cape  Town.  Elder  and  Sister 
Packer  were  taken  on  a  short 
tour  of  some  of  the  scenic 
attractions  of  the  Cape.  They 
saw  Table  Mountain.  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  Llandudno, 
the  University  of  Cape  Town, 
Constantia  Homestead,  and 
Ciroote  Schuur  Hospital  of 
heart  transplant  fame.  That 
evening,  September  4,  District 
Conference  was  held  in  the 
Mowbray  Chapel. 

Members  from  the  Kim- 
berley  and  Welkom  Branches 
gathered  in  Bloemfontein  for 
a  conference  on  the  following 
day.  Elder  Packer  promised 
that  although  our  numbers 
were  few  they  would  increase 
if  we  would  all  do  our  part  to 
convert  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bours. He  further  promised 
that  if  we  weren't  apologetic 
in  our  approach  but  were 
forthright,  we  would  get  re- 
sults. 

Transvaal  Meetings 

Upon  returning  to  the 
Transvaal  after  visiting  the 
costal    branches    Elder    Packer 

again  found  his  agenda  full.  The  day  he  arrived  he  dedicated  the  East  Rand 
Chapel  to  the  Lord.  Mayor  Pienaar  addressed  those  in  attendance  after 
former  Branch  President  Adendorf  and  the  present  President,  President 
Bester,  had  said  a  few  words.  The  same  evening  it  was  Elder  Packer's 
responsibility  to  dedicate  the  Pretoria  Chapel.  Here  again  a  city  repre- 
sentative spoke.  In  this  instance  it  was  the  Deputy  Mayor  of  Pretoria. 

In  these  meetings  Elder  Packer  stressed  the  importance  of  tithing.  He 
pointed  out  how  tithing  gives  us  more  of  a  desire  to  rid  ourselves  of 
selfishness  and  helps  us  learn  to  share  our  possessions  with  others.  When 
the  Saints  unite  to  make  final  payments  on  a  new  chapel  or  other  building, 
the  tithing  donations  usually  increases  as  well.  This  demonstrates  that  when 
we  are  unselfish,  we  are  motivated  to  even  greater  generosity.  He  stated 
that  no  one  can  give  of  himself  and  not  be  blessed  abundantly  by  the  Lord, 
provided  of  course,  that  it  is  not  done  for  that  purpose.  Tithing  is  a 
principle  of  convenant  —  if  we  pay  our  tithing,  the  Lord  will  open  the 
very  windows  of  heaven  to  us. 

Sunday  marked  three  more  meetings:  The  Vereeniging  Chapel  dedica- 
tion, Carletonville  chapel  dedication,  and  District  Conference  at  Raman. 
The  mayors  of  Vereeniging  and  Carletonville  participated  in  the  respective 
dedicatory  meetings.  The  Carletonville  municipal  authority  was  surprised 
to  see  so  many  young  people  in  a  church  gathering  —  something  that  is 
not  a  frequent  occurence  among  those  denominations  which  are  not  the 
true  church. 

The  attendance  at  the  Carletonville  meeting  far  exceeded  the  seating 
capacity  of  this  "first  stage"  chapel.  Scores  of  saints  found  chairs  in  the 
foyer  or  hall  way  where  they  could  listen  to  the  words  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Packer. 
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Elder  Packer's  Vereeniging 

address  explained  wh\  we  send 
the  missionaries  of  the  (  lunch 
to  prosylite  among  Christian 
peoples.  He  explained  the  re- 
vealed plan  of  salvation,  the 
actual  meaning  of  the  atone- 
ment, our  true  relationship 
with  God  and  said  that  this 
undistorted  knowledge  must 
be  jjiven  to  all  of  mankind.  He 
exhorted  an\  man  to  do  as  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  did  and 
lest  the  validity  of  that  well- 
known  text  in  James  -  "If 
any  of  you  lack  wisdom  ..." 
He  said  that  it  is  not.  nor  has 
it  ever  been,  our  fear  that  any 
person  making  a  spiritual  in- 
quiry of  the  Lord  would  re- 
ceive instructions  leading  him 
away  from  this  Church. 
Elder  Packer  acknowledge  the  desire  of  the  saints  in  this  land  to  form 
a  stake  of  Zion  here  during  his  remarks  at  the  Transvaal  District  Con- 
ference. Approximately  seven  hundred  people  attended  this  conference  He 
felt  as  though  several  changes  would  necessarily  have  to  take  place  before 
this  wish  can  become  a  reality. 

Firstly,  the  membership  would  have  to  grow  and  perhaps  the  most 
effective  way  for  this  to  materialize  would  be  through  the  renewed  efforts 
of  the  saints  here  to  share  the  Gospel  with  immediate  friends  and  family. 
Often  years  pass  before  one's  family  see  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel, 
but  a  persistent  effort  to  achieve  this  end  must  always  be  maintained. 

Now  is  the  time  we  arc  preparing  to  meet  the  requirements  of  stake- 
hood.  It  is  our  responsibility  and  duty  to  sustain  the  leaders  of  the  Mission 
and  the  leaders  of  the  branches  which  the  Lord  has  chosen.  Elder  Packer 
said  that  when  a  man  is  called  to  be  a  leader  in  the  Church,  a  positive 
revelation  is  received.  When  the  General  Authorities  go  to  organize  a 
stake  or  the  like,  they  go  not  to  find  a  man  to  fill  a  certain  position — but 
to  find  the  man  the  Lord  has  chosen.  These  leaders  are  not  perfect  nor  do 
they  profess  to  be.  but  they  are  sustained  by  the  Lord  and  we  must  also 
sustain  them. 

It  is  also  required  that  the  Mission  be  more  self-sustaining  financially. 


Rhodesia  and  Departure 

Meetings  in  Bulawayo  and  Salisbury  were  the  last  two  stops  in  the 
Packers'  itinerary.  Both  of  the  chapels  in  these  two  cities  were  filled  to 
capacity.  In  Bulawayo  Elder  Packer  was  interviewed  for  twentj  minutes 
on  television.  The  interview  was  well  organized  and  conducted  and  should 
further  serve  to  acquaint  the  people  of  Bulawayo  with  the  Church  and  give 
them  a  favourable  impression  of  its  programme. 

In  Salisbury  Elder  Packer's  remarks  were  directed  at  inspiring  a  better 
home  life  among  the  saints.  He  said  that  it  was  essential  to  have  a  father 
presiding  in  a  home  and  he  must  serve  with  reverence.  He  advised  mothers 
who  work  to  re-assess  their  economic  situations.  He  said  the  mother  should 
always  be  in  the  home  because  of  her  sensitive  spiritual  nature  which  is 
vital  to  the  proper  development  of  the  family.  He  said  if  parents  followed 
the  teachings  of  the  Church  with  regards  to  raising  their  families,  their 
children  will  grow  up  without  developing  any  of  the  modern-day  com- 
plexes and  phycatric  difficulties. 

(Continued  on   page   280) 
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A  SPECIAL  SECTION  FEATURING 


The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 


The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  gave  the  world  the  most  important,  the 
most  momentous  message  on  the  face  of  the  earth  since  the  birth  and 
atonement  of  the  Saviour:  The  heavens  are  not  closed.  God  does  speak  to 
men  today,  The  Church  of  God  has  been  restored  to  the  earth  by  the 
Saviour  Himself.  Could  there  be  a  more  wonderful  proclaimation  than 
this?  The  Gospel  restored  to  the  earth  through  Joseph  is  the  means  of 
salvation  for  all  mankind  —  a  salvation  which  was  not  available  for  cen- 
turies. The  Priesthood,  the  very  power  and  mandate  to  act  in  the  name  of 
Diety  and  the  authorization  to  have  ordinances  acknowledged  by  God 
sealed  not  only  upon  the  earth  for  time  but  also  in  the  heavens  for 
eternity,  was  first  conferred  upon  him  and  Oliver  Cowdry  in  this  dispensa- 
tion after  being  lost  for  countless  decades.  Indeed  this  man  did  more  for 
the  salvation  of  mankind  than  any  other  man  ever  to  live  save  Jesus 
Christ  Himself.  (DC  135:  3) 

The  people  of  the  earth  demonstrated  their  gratitude  with  vile  oaths 
against  him.  with  continuous  beatings  of  him,  with  all  manner  of  false 
accusations   and   with    trials    that   were    often    mockeries    of   justice.    They 

(Continued  on   page  280) 
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America's  most 

Fascinating 

Character 

by  Harold  Lcc  Goatcs 

Very  early  in  my  experience  as  a  missionary, 
I  had  the  fortune  of  working  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  not  so  very  far  from  the  birthplace  of  out 
revered  prophet.  Joseph  Smith.  During  that 
period,  close  to  the  areas  that  mean  so  much  to  the  Church's  history.  I 
gained  a  very  special  appreciation  for  this  man  called  Joseph  Smith.  One 
incident  that  helped  my  understanding  of  the  prophet  to  really  grow  came 
while  my  companion  and  I  were  engaged  in  a  type  of  "inspirational 
tracting".  That  is.  an  area  wasn't  worked  systematically  as  is  most  common, 
but  rather  we  traded  the  area  as  we  were  moved  by  the  spirit  to  do  so. 
The  programme  was  working  exceptionally  well  so  I  wasn't  at  all  surprised 
when  my  companion  said  that  he  felt  moved  to  work  for  that  morning  in 
a  sub-division  that  heretofore  had  been  left  undone.  In  the  process  of 
doing  so.  we  met  a  very  interesting  man.  It  was  my  door  and  though  I  was 
a  young  missionary.  I  was  nonetheless  most  surprised  when  after  our  usual 
introductions  as  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  day 
Saints,  he  said.  "How  delightful,  come  right  in!"  Before  I  could  recover 
from  the  shock  of  this  unusual  though  welcome  reception,  he  said  that  he 
was  fascinated  with  the  life  of  the  prophet,  Joseph  Smith.  At  that  time  he 
had  been  doing  a  great  deal  of  research  about  this  man  and  had  been  so 
favourably  impressed,  that  he.  as  an  amateur  playwright,  had  proposed  to 
write  a  play  about  the  man,  Joe  Smith.  In  his  opinion  Joseph  Smith  was 
"the  most  fascinating  and  amazing  and  terrific  character  in  all  America's 
history."  He  regarded  him  as  a  real  example  of  American  manhood;  a  real 
"man's  type  man"  who  had  a  goal  and  accomplished  it.  therefore  being 
successful  at  what  he  most  wanted  to  do. 

At  the  time,  I  said  to  myself  that  this  would  be  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  teach  the  Gospel  message  in  its  fullness.  But  as  we  listened 
further  to  this  man  we  discovered  that  he  was  only  dealing  with  one  side 
o(  the  prophet's  life.  It  was  the  outward  and  "surface"  side  of  Joseph's  life 
and  not  the  inward  side  that  really  made  him  into  what  he  was.  This  man 
was  denying  the  true  strength  that  made  Joseph  Smith  an  example  of  man- 
hood. Here  was  an  educated  man  (by  profession  a  Wall  Street  lawyer  from 
New  York  City)  who  thought  that  he  could  create  a  story  about  Joseph 
Smith  while  only  dealing  with  one  small  surface  evidence  of  his  true 
greatness. 

My  lawyer  friend  was  trying  to  take  the  finished  product  of  a  complex 
and  valuable  individual  and  set  him  up  as  a  model  for  all  men  to  admire — 
and  this  without  looking  for  the  reasoning  that  made  him  such  a  wonder- 
ful individual.  I  suppose  this  was  a  noble  idea,  but  I  wonder  if  that  lawyer 
and  playwright  was  being  honest  with  himself.  Did  he  ever  look  into  the 
prophet's  life  to  determine  the  motivation  for  such  success?  Did  he  look 
for  the  cause  as  to  why  this  virtually  unknown  and  sickly  farmboy 
emerged  as  "America's  most  fascinating  character?"  Did  he  recognize  the 
sense  of  values  and  code  of  living  that  caused  this  man  to  rise  above 
hardship  and  persecution?  Did  he  see  the  formula  for  success?  I  think  not. 
At  one  time  or  another  each  of  us  who  claim  to  be  adherents  to  the 
work  so  ably  accomplished  by  Joseph  Smith  must  reconcile  for  ourselves 
within  our  own  minds,  just  exactly  what  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith  means 
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to  us  and  just  exactly  why  we  follow  the  principles  he  so  capahl\ 
admonished  and  exemplified.  For  it  is  through  such  a  reconciliation  that 
testimony  of  his  works  will  bear  fruit.  May  I  share  with  you  some  of  my 
thoughts  and  results  of  my  study  which  is  a  bit  deeper  perhaps,  than  that  of 
my  lawyer  friend  in  hopes  that  it  may  benefit  your  opinion  and  your  search 
for  a  testimony  of  the  man  who  I  also,  but  for  more  sure  reasoning,  term 
"America's  most  fascinating  character". 

To  begin  with.  I  believe  that  Joseph  Smith  was  one  of  the  meagre  few 
who  really  do  travel  "the  extra  mile".  Doing  so  he  was  respected  and 
admired  because  he  was  willing  to  "pay  the  price"  for  extraordinary 
achievement.  Joseph  Smith  qualified  himself  as  one  of  the  elite  and  elect  of 
God's  children,  a  promise  given  to  each  of  us  who  will  follow  the  narrow 
path  and  enter  in  at  the  straight  gate.  He  exemplified  one  who  followed  that 
path  and  also  the  directive  given  by  the  Master  when  he  said.  "Seek  ye  first 
the  Kingdom  of  God".  He  placed  an  explicit  trust  in  the  Lord  that  He 
would  make  all  other  necessary  compensations  to  satisfy  his  wants,  so  that 
he  could  devote  all  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  seeking  of  and  work 
within  the  kingdom  of  God  here  upon  the  earth.  And  to  accomplish  that 
task,  the  prophet  had  a  willingness  to  sacrifice  for  the  cause,  which,  by 
necessity  in  his  life,  was  to  a  very  great  extent.  He  didn't  seek  praise  and 
recognition:  in  fact,  he  received  the  very  opposite.  But  rather  he  sacrificed 
his  personal  wants  and  needs  and  feelings  for  the  service  of  others  and  for 
the  truth  of  a  testimony.  The  sacrifices  that  this  great  man  made  are  almost 
unbelievable  because  of  the  superhuman  efforts  required  to  withstand  the 
persecution  and  pressures  of  the  world  around  him.  One  truly  great  man 
has  said,  "There  can  be  no  real  and  abiding  happiness  without  sacrifice. 
Our  greatest  joys  do  not  result  from  our  efforts  toward  self  gratification, 
but  from  loving  and  spontaneous  service  to  others." 

For  this  reason  I  believe  that  Joseph  Smith  must  have  attained  a 
state  of  happiness  that  few  of  us  will  ever  know,  because  only  very  few  of 
us  will  ever  be  called  upon  to  "sacrifice  for  others" 
to  the  same  total  extent  that  the  Prophet  did.  Kahili 
Gibran  uttered  these  immortal  words  that  certainly 
apply  to  Joseph  Smith:  "You  give  but  little  when 
you  give  of  your  possessions.  It  is  when  you  give 
of  yourself  that  you  truly  give".  The  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  truly  did  give  of  himself  for  he 
paid  the  ultimate  price  of  laying  down  his  life  for 
the  Lord's  cause  in  his  valiant  effort  to  save  the 
souls  of  men.  This  is  sacrifice. 

This  man  Joseph  Smith  had  the  world  against 
him.  He  had  very  few  friends  at  the  beginning  and 
had  almost  no  chance  to  succeed.  Have  you  ever 
thought  about  the  tremendous  barriers  that  he  had 
to  overcome  and  the  totally  desolate  conditions 
under  which  he  began?  Have  you  ever  thought 
about  the  turbulent  tide  of  men's  criticism  and  re- 
jection that  he  had  to  stem?  But  then  again  have 
you  thought  about  the  magnitude  of  this  man's 
faith?  From  a  strategist's  point  of  view,  failure  was 
inevitable.  From  the  Lord's  point  of  view  however, 
success  (dependent  on  faith)  was  a  conclusion  of 
surety.  And  how  was  Joseph  Smith's  faith  made 
evident?  I  believe  that  it  was  best  seen  through  his 
dedication  towards  the  seeking  first  of  God's  King- 
dom. In  my  mind's  eye,  I  try  to  picture  the  kind  of 
total  dedication  that  began  while  he  was  yet  very 
young  and  continued  throughout  his  entire  life.  Be- 
cause of  this  fact,  though  he  started  alone  as  a 
young    man   who    had    been   given   the   truth   about 
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religion  and  life,  he  ended  as  a  prophet  leader  of  thousands  who  had 
gained  these  same  truths  lor  themselves.  With  so  many  people  depending 
upon  him  and  as  the  Lord's  chosen  mouthpiece  upon  the  earth,  could  he  be 
anything  but  dedicated  to  the  Lord's  cause? 

When  one  has  the  fortune  of  being  close  to  the  present  day  leaders  of 
the  Church,  one  readily  recognizes  that  one  particular  trait  of  charactci 
that  makes  them  great  is  their  total  and  complete  dedication  to  the  Lord. 
To  see  this  type  of  unselfish  and  unfeigned  dedication  in  action  is  to  wit- 
ness the  work  of  true  men  of  God.  They  seek  the  Kingdom  of  God.  By 
doing  so,  they,  like  the  man  Joseph  Smith,  exemplify  their  faith  that  the 
Lord  will  back  them  up  and  "all  o\'  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
them". 

Still  the  practical  side  of  life  must  not  be  overlooked.  It  must  be  met 
and  conquered.  So  armed  with  the  truths  already  mentioned,  Joseph  Smith 
used  courage  to  put  them  into  action  and  to  withstand  the  evils  that  were 
ever-present  to  discourage  him  and  fault  his  forward  progression.  I  can 
think  of  but  a  few  individuals  who  have  equalled  the  amount  of  courage 
displayed  by  this  great  leader.  Imagine  the  courage  it  must  have  taken  to 
have  been  for  months  confined  to  the  (ilth  of  the  earth  by  the  bars  of  the 
Liberty  jail.  I  have  visited  the  reconstructed  remains  of  that  once  vile  place 
and  have  seen  the  conditions  under  which  the  prophet  and  his  friends  had 
to  exist.  To  have  withstood  the  abominations  of  those  ignominious  sur- 
roundings and  to  have  stood  forth  and  rebuked  his  armed  and  cursing 
enemies,  yet  to  have  nobly  given  one  of  the  greatest  revelations  of  modern 
time  is  to  me  an  example  of  true  courage. 

And  this  was  not  the  only  such  incident.  Many  more  were  the  times 
that  a  practice  of  courage  showed  forth  the  "lion"  that  was  within  the 
character  of  this  great  leader.  When  I  think  of  the  trying  battles  of  life 
that  he  courageously  had  to  conquer  and  the  obstacles  that  he  had  to 
overcome.  I  think  of  the  illustrative  example  of  the  beautiful  yet  some- 
times savage  mountain  streams  that  swiftly  flow  down  the  bottoms  of  the 
canyons  which  surround  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  In  the  springtime  the  snow 
will  melt  and  the  resulting  run-off  of  water  will  swell  the  banks  of  these 
streams  to  capacity.  To  stand  on  a  bridge  over  such  a  swollen  stream  is 
quite  an  awesome  experience.  The  water  comes  thundering  down  the  foam- 
ing stream  and  forcefully  challenges  anything  or  anyone  to  stand  in  its 
way  to  try  and  alter  its  course.  The  stream  carries  with  it  branches,  rocks, 
and  rubble  as  evidence  of  Nature's  unleashed  power.  Attempt  to  arrest  the 
flow  of  that  stream  on  your  own,  and  I  think  you'll  get  an  idea  of  the 
forceful  tribulations  that  had  to  be  faced  by  the  courageous  leader  of  this 
dispensation.  I'm  afraid  that  many  of  us  would  buckle  under  such  trials. 
The  great  philosopher  Henry  David  Thoreau  once  said  that  "each  man 
must  march  to  his  own  drumbeat."  How  marvellous  if  each  of  us  could 
march  to  the  pace  set  by  Joseph  Smith.  One  could  easily  imagine  the 
Prophet,  while  still  young,  accepting  the  challenge  of  Edgar  A.  Guest's 
words  as  motivation  for  his  courage: 

There  arc  thousands  to  tell  you  it  cannot  be  done 

There  are  thousands  to  point  out  to  you  one  by  one. 

The  dangers  that  wait  to  assail  you. 

But  buckle  in  with  a  bit  of  grin. 

Just  take  off  your  coat  and  go  to  it: 

Just  start  to  sing  as  you  tackle  the  thing 

that  "cannot  be  done",  and  you'll  do  it! 
Joseph    Smith    truly    showed   that   "you    can    climb    to    the    top   of    the 
steepest  hill  with  the  courage  to  think  and  to  say.  1  will!" 

No  character  in  American  History  equals  the  total  personality  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  No  obstacle  was  so  great  that  he  couldn't  stand  up 
to  it.  To  me.  he  symbolizes  one  who  succeeded  in  his  goal  here  upon  the 
earth:  that  is.  his  personality  grew  and  excelled  to  its  potential  by  virtue  of 
his   total   obedience   to.   and    living   of.   the  Gospel    principles.   Jn   simpler 
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Joseph  Smith  the  Man 

"Koot"  dc  Wet,  Ramah  1 

"You  don't  know  me.  You  never  knew  my  heart.  No  man  knows  my 
history.  I  cannot  tell  it.  I  shall  never  undertake  it.  I  don't  blame  anyone 
for  not  believing  my  history.  If  I  had  not  experienced  what  I  have.  I  would 
not  believe  it  myself." 

Within  a  cabin  snug,  on  a  December  morn,  a  child  was  born  —  a 
man  child.  The  day  marks  a  prophet  coming  into  the  world,  a  prophet 
destined  to  restore  the  fulness  of  another,  greater  one  who's  coming  we 
remember  on  a  different  December  day. 

Tn  1820.  Joseph  Smith's  father  purchased  land  a  few  miles  from 
Palmyra.  New  York.  Here  they  cleared  the  land  by  means  of  axes  and 
hand  saws.  The  manner  and  process  by  which  they  cleared  the  land,  the 
physical  and  muscular  effort  required,  engendered  in  them  powerful  and 
strong  bodies.  Joseph  Smith's  father  was,  I  believe,  six  feet  two  inches  tall 
and  of  immense  stature  as  were  his  brothers.  At  this  time  Joseph  Smith 
was  a  young  man  growing  up.  It  was  at  this  time,  on  a  spring  morning, 
that  he  went  into  the  woods,  fell  on  his  knees  and  began  to  ask  God  which 
church  had  the  truth.  We  know  what  happened.  After  his  astounding 
experience,  he  found  his  way  home  —  his  lonely  way.  and  towards  destiny 
—  his  destiny!  In  such  a  simple  man,  the  eternal  work  began.  There  was 
in  his  heart  and  in  his  soul  the  outline  of  the  work  he  was  to  do. 

He  was  more  than  six  feet  tall,  weighed  200  lbs.,  had  a  large  chest  and 
fine  limbs.  His  complexion  was  light,  his  face  almost  beardless  and  his 
eyes  blue  and  penetrating.  His  hair  was  light  brown.  A  contemporary  re- 
marked: "The  majesty  of  appearance  was  something  wonderful.  You  would 
think  he  was  much  taller  and  much  larger  even  than  he  was."  Some 
attributed  this  to  his  apparent  physical  strength.  Some  say  it  was  his  spiri- 
tual depth.  The  men  who  knew  him.  including  eminent  non-Mormon 
visitors  to  Nauvoo.  remarked  that  they  recognised  him  instantly  as  one 
who's  distinction  commanded  respect. 

We  learn  from  his  mother  that  he  attended  a  few  grades  at  the  com- 
mon schools  in  Vermont.  Joseph's  brother.  Hyrum.  attended  Hanover 
College  which  is  now  Dartsmith  University.  Perhaps  if  the  Smith  family 
had  stayed  there  longer,  Joseph  would  have  had  opportunity  of  getting  a 
higher  education.  For  the  most  part.  Joseph's  education  was  homespun.  He 
read  the  Bible.  He  studied  an  old  arithmetic  book,  he  read  history  and  he 
prayed.  His  mother  tells  us  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  village  debating 
society  and  that  he  was  very  sincere  in  his  study  of  the  Bible  and  other 
great  books. 

Joseph,  at  22  years  of  age.  translated  the  Book  of  Mormon.  520  pages 
in  less  than  90  days.  This  is  a  literary  project  which  is  literally  staggering 
to  the  imagination  and  he  did  it  during  a  period  of  intense  persecution.  It 
is  interesting  to  read  the  diaries  of  this  period  of  translation.  Numerous 
attempts  were  made  to  secure  the  plates  by  the  mobs.  One  time  they  were 
hidden  in  a  barrel  of  beans.  Another  time  they  were  hidden  up  in  an  attic. 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  move  them  from  one  place  to  another.  He 
even  had  to  move  from  state  to  state  and  yet,  in  a  little  less  than  90  days, 
he  translated  that  work. 

The  dignity  of  this  person  was  conveyed  by  the  authority  he  possessed. 
A  United  States  Congressman  at  first  hostile  towards  the  Prophet,  remarked 
after  hearing  one  of  his  public  addresses.  "He  is  a  plain,  sensible,  strong- 
minded  man.  Everything  he  said  is  said  in  such  a  manner  to  leave  the 
impression  that  he  was  sincere.  There  is  no  levity,  no  fanaticism,  no  lack 
of  dignity  in  his  deportment." 
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Joseph  Smith  knew  what  it  was  to  rise  from  a  sick  bed.  The  leader- 
ship he  displayed  revealed  much  concerning  the  magnitude  of  his  character. 
He  had  the  unquestionable  ability  to  move  people  by  persuasions  rather 
than  have  to  resort  to  force  or  coercion.  He  moved  his  persecuted  followers 
out  of  five  states.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  propert\  were  left 
behind.  He  was  able  to  inspire  men. 

Joseph  Smith  like  other  men  had  feelings.  Personal  feelings.  He  had 
feelings  for  children.  He  possessed  a  tenderness  that  would  ne\er  allow  him 
to  walk  past  a  child  without  speaking  to  him.  Boys  like  heros  —  bo\s  like 
12-year-old  John  Hess  who  walked  over  six  miles  a  day  just  to  visit  foi  a 
few  moments  with  the  Prophet  and  loved  him.  He  taught  the  principle  of 
o(  love  by  example.  He  had  a  feeling  for  his  family.  He  had  a  feeling  for 
his  friends.  Men.  turned  against  him  sometimes  out  of  pride  and  en\\.  and 
he  once  said  nothing  quite  hurt  him  so  much.  But  when  one  returned  his 
love,  his  total  acceptance  was  moving.  He  was  able  to  get  close  and  com- 
municate with  those  whom  he  associated  with.  William  Taylor  who  spent  twe 
glorious  weeks  with  the  prophet  comments.  "I  have  never  felt  the  same 
joy     or    satisfaction     in     the     companionship    of    any    other     person." 

He  once  hugged  his  cousin 
George  and  said.  "I  love  you  as 
I  do  my  own  life."  And  over- 
whelmed, his  cousin's  reply  was 
"I  hope  my  life  and  actions  will 
ever  prove  my  feeling  and  the 
depth    of    my    affection    for    you." 

His  love  was  shown  in  the 
way  he  approached  the  Negro 
who  had  sold  liquor  and  violated 
the  Sabbath.  As  Mayor  he  tried 
him  according  to  civil  law  ind 
then  the  next  day.  as  a  brother, 
he  gave  him  his  horse  in  order 
that  he  might  purchase  from  a 
slave  master  the  freedom  of  his 
son. 

He  had  a  deep  capacity  for 
forgiveness.  He  had  a  deep  capa- 
cit\  for  charity  towards  his  ene- 
mies. He  would  not  judge  them, 
he  refused  to  judge  them  —  he 
was  a  deep  person  and  his  humi- 
lity was  genuine.  He  was  often 
seen  with  his  head  bowed  in  deep 
reflection  and  one  time  a  person 
approached  him  and  asked,  "Why- 
don*!  you  hold  your  head  up  like 
a  man?"  The  prophet  simply  turn- 
ed and  pointed  to  some  ripe  grain 
bent  under  full  head. 

Joseph  Smith  was  a  strong 
man.  He  said  that  his  brother 
Alvin  was  the  strongest  man  he 
had  ever  met.  but  I  think  he  per- 
haps underestimated  his  own  strength.  He  was  never  thrown  at  a  wrestling 
match.  He  was  never  beaten  in  the  games  of  those  days  in  which  men 
test  one  another's  strength.  His  great  strength  and  physical  make-up.  which 
seemed  almost  perfect,  enabled  him  to  withstand  many  things  that  would 
have  overcome  lesser  men. 
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Joseph  Smith  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  with  mobs.  Swnonds 
Ryder  for  a  short  while  was  a  member  of  the  Church  but  became  dis- 
affected because  the  Prophet  spelled  his  name  with  an  i  instead  of  a  y. 
I  Ins  shows  you  how  small  some  people  are.  R>der  claimed  that  a  llol\ 
Ghost  which  could  not  prompt  the  correct  spelling  of  his  name  was  no 
Holy  Ghost  at  all.  He  left  the  Church,  rejoined  his  old  denomination,  and 
took  up  again  the  cloak  of  the  ministry.  It  was  a  cold  March  night  when 
Symonds  Ryder  stood  at  the  head  of  a  mob  of  men  which  crossed  the 
frozen  earthi  to  the  John  Johnson  home  in  Hyrum.  Ohio,  which  was  about 
12  miles  from  from  Kirkland.  Before  their  rude  arrival,  the  Prophet 
Joseph  had  retired  to  bed  with  a  child  who  was  sick  with  measels.  It  took 
the  force  of  eight  men  to  remove  him  from  the  room  and  during  that 
struggle  the  success  of  his  free  leg.  which  felled  one  of  the  mob.  caused 
the  rest  to  utter  in  very  foul  language  that  further  resistance  would  mean 
certain  death.  Next  followed  a  violent  session  of  tar.  One  fell  upon  him 
and  scratched  him  from  head  to  foot  until  the  blood  flowed,  saying,  "This 
is  how  the  Holy  Ghost  falls  on  folks."  They  left  him  unconscious,  without 
raiment  and  covered  with  black  tar.  When  he  staggered  to  his  feet  he  saw 
a  light  across  the  field  and  came  once  more  to  the  Johnson  home.  Emma, 
meeting  him  at  the  door,  fainted.  The  rest  of  the  night,  even  until  the 
early  hours,  were  spent  removing  the  tar  and  accompanying  skin  from  his 
abused  body.  You  will  find  this  difficult  to  believe  but  the  dawn  brought 
the  Sabbath  and  with  it  came  the  strength  to  this  man  of  God  to  preach 
at  the  service  that  day.  Members  of  the  mob  were  present  and  they 
marvelled  at  this,  the  strength  of  the  Prophet  of  the  Lord.  The  child  who 
Josenh  had  retired  to  bed  with  that  night  died  the  following  Tuesday  —  a 
result  of  exposure. 

Opposition  was  intense  throughout  his  entire  life.  Forty-eight  lawsuits 
were  worked  up  against  him.  He  was  completely  acquitted  from  each  one. 
The  toll,  however,  was  taken.  His  father  died  a  victim  of  the  horrors  in 
Missouri  and  the  widow  Smith  was  preceded  to  the  grave  by  four  sons 
who  might  have  lived  had  they  been  willing  to  renounce  their  faith.  His 
body  carried  the  marks  of  endurance.  He  walked  with  a  slight  limp  —  the 
result  of  a  bone  operation  as  a  boy  without  anesthetic.  His  sides  carried 
two  18  inch  scars  —  marks  of  abductors*  jabbing  guns.  Throughout  his 
life  marks  remained  from  the  violent  tarring  that  he  had  received.  His 
dislocated  jaw  and  receeding  hair  line  were  the  result  of  violent  poison. 
He  spent  four  months  in  a  dungeon  ironically  named  "Liberty",  without 
that  precious  gift  of  liberty.  There  was  little  light,  no  sanitation  and  his 
family  was  in  such  an  economic  state  that  his  wife.  Emma,  could  not  even 
afford  to  send  a  blanket. 

Now  much  has  been  written  concerning  the  physical  suffering  and  the 
deprivation  experienced  there,  but  it  can  not  begin  to  match  the  inner 
anguish  and  torment  that  he  went  through  as  daily  reports  brought  the 
news  of  the  bloodshed,  the  house-burning  and  the  abusing  of  women 
throughout  the  surrounding  counties  which  were  controlled  by  mobs.  Other 
incidents  which  required  great  courage  were  those  when  men  such  as 
Oliver  Cowdrey,  Thomas  B.  Marsh,  and  Orson  Hyde  apostatized. 

Joseph  Smith  was  aware  of  the  way  in  which  he  had  to  die.  He  con- 
fided to  his  mother  and  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve.  "I  shall  die  innocent. 
I  shall  not  live  to  be  40."  In  his  final  months  is  shown  his  earnest  and  final 
preparation.  The  twelve  wanted  to  stay  with  him  and  he  sent  ten  of  them 
away  saying,  "If  you  do  not  go,  you  will  die."  Having  started  his  journey 
west,  he  was  accused  of  cowardice.  He  returned  with  a  heavy  heart  saying, 
if  my  life  is  of  no  worth  to  my  friends,  it  is  of  none  to  myself." 

The  Nauvoo  Legion,  a  military  unit  of  5,000  was  ready  to  defend  him. 
but  he  requested  them  to  surrender  their  arms  to  the  Governor  of  Illinois. 
Governor  Ford. 

(Continued   on    page   278) 
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YOUR 

BRANCH 

ACTIVITIES 


COPPERBELT 


Visit  of  President  Badger 


James  Ca 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  16th 
August,  the  brethren  of  the  Priest- 
hood were  delighted  to  welcome 
our  Mission  President.  President 
Badger,  whom  they  met  at  the 
Ndola  Airport.  The  party  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Kitwe  by  car  where  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent 
at  one  of  the  members*  homes  in 
discussing  various  Gospel  subjects 
with  President  Badger. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  17th, 
the  Saints  gathered  from  all  over 
the  Copperbelt  to  attend  Branch 
Conference.  They  came  from  as  far 
away  as  Chingola,  Kabwe,  Mukus- 
hi  and  Luanshya.  Some  of  these 
travelled  over  150  miles.  Distance 
seemed  no  object  when  it  came  to 
hearing  the  words  of  our  Mission 
President.  It  has  been  a  year  since 
we  last  had  this  privilege. 

After  the  day's  meetings  the 
members  gathered  at  a  restaurant 
where  everyone  enjoyed  a  fine  din- 
ner. Then  the  Saints  regathered  to 
watch  films  which  President  Badger 

BULAWAYO 


mpbell 

brought  with  him  from  South  Afri- 
ca. They  were  of  a  very  spiritual 
nature  and  everyone  really  was  up- 
lifted by  seeing  them.  Refreshments 
ended  this  gathering  as  well  as  the 
day.  The  Relief  Society  Sisters 
served  home-made  cakes  and  cool 
drinks.  We  all  were  sad  to  bid 
President  Badger  farewell,  and  we 
certainly  hope  and  pray  he  will  be 
able  to  visit  us  again  soon.  We  all 
benefited  very  much  from  his  visit. 
Our  only  regret  is  that  we  cannot 
live  nearer  a  larger  branch  where 
we  could  be  more  active.  The 
Saints    here    have    wonderful    testi- 


Brother  Gideon  Van  Tonder  was 
ordained  to  the  office  of  an  Elder 
on  this  same  Sunday  and  Brother 
Creswell  McTavish,  who  has  been 
acting  as  the  President  of  the 
Branch,  was  set  apart  for  this  office. 
President  Badger  performed  both 
of  these  ordinances.  May  these 
brethren  be  blessed  in  their  callings. 


Home-coming  for  Missionary 

Dawn  Owen 

After  two  years  missionary  service  in  the  Netherlands.  Sister  Judith 
Jubber  is  back  home  again.  Twenty-five  members  went  to  the  airport  to 
meet  her,  and  she  was  thrilled  in  her  words.  "I  looked  out  of  the  airplane 
window  and  all  I  saw  were  Mormons!" 

A  welcome  home  social,  attended  by  a  large  crowd,  was  given  in  her 
honour.  The  evening  started  with  a  "welcome  back"  speech  by  Brother 
Richard  Isaac.   To   young   Ruthie  Curling  went  the  honour  of  presenting 
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Sister  Judith  with  a  basket  of  flowers.  Cabaret  turns  were  preformed  by 
Brother  Len  Austin.  Sister  Denisc  Milne  and  Brother  Firrol  Pretorious.  The 
younger  set  then  participated  in  games  and  the  evening  ended  with  refresh- 
ments. Sister  Judith  and  all  who  attended  felt  that  it  was  a  very  lovely 
evening. 

MIA  has  been  busy.  Three  Volly  Ball  challenge  matches  were  played 
against  Gifford  Technical  High  .School.  Our  boys  won  all  three  games 
hands  down.  Volly  Ball  is  certainly  looking  up. 

The  MIA  had  another  very  interesting  night  when  three  nuns  from 
St.  Francis  Home  for  Mentally  Retarded  Children  spent  an  evening  at  the 
Chapel  showing  slides  of  their  patients.  It  was  a  saddening  experience  to 
see  these  unfortunate  children  and  helped  us  to  appreciate  the  sound  bodies 
and  minds  our  Heavenly  Father  has  blessed  us  with. 

SALISBURY 

First  Youth  Council 

Jean  Bean 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  10th 
August,  the  first  Youth  Council 
meeting  of  the  Salisbury  Branch 
was  held.  President  Alexander  B. 
Corbett  explained  the  programme 
and  procedures  to  be  followed  and 
several  of  the  Youth  Council  mem- 
bers put  forth  their  ideas.  We  are 
expecting  many  fine  results  from 
this  new  programme. 

Primary  awards  were  made  this 
month.  Sister  Kelly-Ann  Nield  re- 
ceived an  award  for  scriptures 
learnt  and  Brother  Keith  and  Peter 
Wainwright  received  awards  for 
learning  Articles  of  Faith. 

We  also  have  some  organiza- 
tional changes  to  announce:  Sister 
Una  Bull  is  now  the  2nd  Coun- 
sellor in  the  Primary.  Sister  Heather 
Warren  is  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Relief  Society  and  Sister  Lydia 
Wilson   is  a   new  Primary  Teacher. 

The  MIA  has  had  two  fine  activi- 
ties during  the  month.  The  first  of 

GERMISTON 


these  was  held  by  the  Beehive 
Guardians  to  honour  their  parents 
—  "A  Bee  in  Your  Bonnet"  even- 
ing. The  second  was  held  by  the 
MIA  Maids.  It  was  "Dear  to  My 
Heart"  and  its  purpose  was  to  de- 
monstrate the  love  and  apprecia- 
tion the  Mia  Maids  and  their 
mothers  have  for  one  another. 

The  Primary  teachers  and  presi- 
dency have  been  busy  collecting 
birthday  pennies  to  celebrate  Pri- 
mary's 91st  Birthday.  The  Branch 
Primary  hopes  to  purchase  a  con- 
structive toy  for  a  handicapped 
child. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  on 
Sunday,  31st  August  on  the  ad- 
vancement of  youth  from  Primary 
to  the  Priesthood.  The  various 
speakers  stressed  the  responsibili- 
ties of  parents  and  their  children  in 
the  development  of  gospel  ideas 
and  habits  in  young  people  as  they 
grow  to  maturity. 


Branch  Progressing 

Pat  Bradly 

Germiston  Branch  has  burst  into  activity  during  the  past  year.  We 
have  had  some  big  changes  in  leadership  and  membership.  We  wish  to 
thank  our  past  Branch  President,  C.  Norbury.  for  his  long  and  faithful 
service.  He  was  not  only  the  First  Branch  President  but  the  first  member 
of  the  Branch  as  well.  We  welcome  President  Louis  P.  Hefer  and  his 
family  and  hope  that  they  will  be  with  us  for  a  long  time. 

We  enjoy  a  sweet  spirit  in  our  branch  and  have  shared  many  an 
enjoyable  function  during  the  past  years.  The  Relief  Society  meetings  are 
well-attended  and  are   planning  a  bumper  bazaar  for  the  2()th  November. 

MIA  held  a  pancake-platter  party  on  the  23  August  and  much  fun  was 
had  by  all. 
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We  wish  our  new  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  Brother  Dick 
Bradley,  and  his  counsellors  everything  of  the  best  in  their  endeavours. 

We  said  sad  goodbyes  to  Brothers  James  Howden  and  Dave  Cockrill 
and  their  families  who  left  for  Durban  and  Pietermaritzburg  respectively. 
May  their  new  branch  experiences  be  as  wonderful  as  they  were  in 
Germiston. 

We  welcome  the  Bremner  family  who  were  baptised  last  month  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Braithwaite  who  came  to  us  from  Ramah  II. 

RAMAH  I 

The  Mia  is  Rehearsing 

Doreen  Fun-nell 

The    MIA    is   busy   rehearsing  for  wish    them    the    Lord's    richest   bles- 

the    "Spring    Sing"    which    will    be  sings  as   they  serve   their  Father  in 

held     during     September.     We     are  Heaven.  Brother  and  Sister  Olivier's 

proud   of   the   many    talents  of  our  little  girl.  Michele  was  also  baptised 

young  people.  Sister  Beverly  Grob-  on  her  eighth  birthday, 

ler  and  Brother  Andy  Busschau  be-  We            h                   announce    the 

came  engaged  on  Saturday.  Septem-  bj    h      f           ^,>.  ,.    ,              h        to 

ber  6  and  gave  a  very  lovely  party  B      h       a        ^     ,           \homp. 
for  their  friends  in   MIA  at  Ramah. 


The    Sunday     School    Superinten- 


son 


dency  had  a  very  successful  jumble  As    September    draws    to    a    close 

sale  and  are  busy  planning  and  or-  we  extend  our  love  and  best  wishes 

ganizing    other    fund-raising    activi-  to  the   members  who  are  travelling 

ties.  to    the    London    Temple.    We    know 

At    this    time    we    would    like    to  they    will    have    the    blessings    they 

welcome     into    our    branch     Ensor  require     in     travelling     with     their 

Transvelt     and     Donald     McAlpine  loved  ones  on  this  wonderful  occa- 

who  joined  the  Church  recently.  We  sion. 

RAMAH  II 

Members  Return 

Hope  Minne 

We  recently  welcomed  back  from  a  long  trip  to  the  Temple,  our 
former  Branch  President.  Derek  Benington  and  his  wife  Shiela  and  their 
family.  It  was  lovely  to  see  them  again,  and  glowing  with  health  and 
happiness. 

Primary  still  goes  ahead  in  the  North  and  South  and  the  numbers  are 
increasing. 

The  District  MIA  gave  us  a  wonderful  evening's  entertainment  and 
we  congratulate  all  who  took  part  and  especially  the  producers  —  musical, 
dramatic  and  the  "back  room  boys"  for  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 

We  have  another  addition  to  our  congregation  in  the  person  of  a  baby 
daughter  to  Andy  and  Carol   Morrison.  Congratulations  to  all  the  family. 

We  are  certainly  looking  forward  to  enjoying  and  sharing  with  those 
saints  who  will  be  flying  to  the  Temple  in  September,  the  wonderful 
happinesses  which  they  will  experience.  This  is  a  great  occasion  for  the 
South  African  Mission  and  we  are  sure  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless 
this  spiritual  venture. 

WELKOM 


Lose  One  Family  and  Gain  Another 

Arlene  Gilburt 
We  would  like  to  say  farewell  to      an  active   family  and  will   be  sadly 
the    Holtzhauser    family    who    have       missed  by  our  small  branch.  But  we 
moved  back  to  the   reef.   They  are      are   happy   to   report   the   return   of 
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the  Human  family  from  East  Lon- 
don. 

We  welcome  the  Belden  Famil\ 
back  from  holiday  as  well  as 
Brother  and  Sister  Flitter  who  have 
just  returned  from  the  London 
Temple.  Although  tired  by  the  fast 
pace,  they  feel  it  was  a  very  re- 
warding experience  and  it  has  set 
a  new  milestone  in  their  lives.  Sis- 
ter Joyce  Parkin  is  back  in  our 
midst  after  spending  some  time  in 
the  hospital  after  a   heart  attack. 

This  month  has  seen  some 
changes  in  our  branch.  We  wish 
Sister  Dawn  Nel  great  success  in 
her  new  assignment  as  Primary 
Mother.  We  also  wish  to  congratu- 

KLERKSDORP 


late  Brother  Brian  Ne|  on  becoming 
the  new  Priesthood  leader  and 
Sunday  School  Superintendent. 

A  special  dinner  was  given  to  all 
the  members  who  worked  so  hard 
on  the  Welkom  Show. 

The  experiment  of  having  a  film 
show  once  a  month  has  proved  to 
be  a  great  success  and  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  having  many  more 
such  evenings. 

The  Relief  Society's  cake  sale  was 
a  success. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the 
Bloemfontcin  Branch  for  their  hos- 
pitality to  us  when  we  attended 
Conference  there  to  hear  from  Elder 
Packer. 


Witness  Wedding 

Maureen  Young 

On  the  16th  August  we  witnessed  the  wedding  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Dirk  Hannekom.  We  all  wish  them  the  happiness  they  both  deserve.  The 
Relief  Society  sisters  prepared  exceptionally  tasty  refreshments  for  the 
reception  which  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Fripp. 

Most  of  our  members  were  spiritually  uplifted  and  rewarded  with  new 
knowledge  when  we  travelled  the  many  miles  to  Ramah  to  hear  Elder  Boyd 
K.  Packer  and  his  lovely  wife  at  District  Conference. 


HERMANUS 


Branch  Members  Visit  Temple 

Cecilia  Nell 


Brother  and  Sister  Wilson  and 
Ann  have  been  through  the  Bern 
Temple  and  are  now  in  the  Ameri- 
cas. We  of  the  Hermanus  Branch 
are  enjoying  this  wonderful  ex- 
perience with  them. 

For  the  first   time  the  Gospel   is 

MOWBRAY 


being  preached  in  Hermanus  and 
we  are  anxiously  anticipating  the 
day  when  our  numbers  will  begin 
growing. 

We  wish  to  send  greetings  and 
our  love  to  all  of  our  fellow  saints 
throughout  the  Mission. 


Senior  Members  Gather 

Beatrice  Smith 

A  happy  gathering  was  held  in  the  Relief  Society  Hall  on  August  13. 
This  was  a  get-together  for  some  of  the  more  senior  members  of  the 
Branch.  President  Andrew  Fourie  showed  two  films,  one  of  which  showed 
various    scenes    of   David    O.    McKay's   life.    Refreshments   were   served. 

Little  Shareen  Ridgeway  has  had  an  eye  operation.  She  is  now  re- 
covered and  none  the  worse  for  the  experience.  Sister  Doris  Beehre  had  to 
spend  a  few  weeks  in  the  hospital  but  she  is  now  safely  home  again. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  are  beginning  to  be  very  busy  in  prepara- 
tion for  their  annual  bazaar.  A  work  meeting  was  held  on  August  19.  The 
workers  achieved   a  lot  in  those  few  morning  hours.  The  various   stall- 
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holders  have  been  baking  and  selling  their  goodies  to  raise  funds  for  their 
booths.  Sister  Gloria  Fourie  and  her  band  of  helpers  sponsored  a  film  show 
with  the  same  object  in  view. 

Quite  a  few  members  of  the  Branch  have  recently  returned  from 
holidays  or  other  trips.  Sister  Almine  de  Villiers  and  her  husband  have 
returned  from  Pretoria  where  the\  were  visiting  their  married  daughter. 
Brother  and  Sister  Lowe  have  returned  from  their  tour  of  Rhodesia  and 
Sister  Violet  Taylor  and  Sister  van  Brandwyk  have  also  just  returned  from 
various  trips.  Sister  Johanna  Fourie  is  back  after  a  stay  at  Fransch  Hoek 
with  her  daughter.  It   is  always  good  to  see  "Ouma"  around  at  Mowbray. 

Very  happy  wishes  to  Sister  Ciwen  Smith  who  is  being  married  in 
Canada.  It  seems  such  a  short  while  ago  since  she  left  Cape  Town  as  a 
teen-ager.  It  will  be  hard  to  credit  that  she  will  be  a  wife  when  this  appears 
in  print.  Her  friends  here  wish  her  every  joy. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Richards  on  the  birth  of  a 
little  son.  Felicitations  also  to  Sister  Rina  Dawson  on  the  birth  of  her 
first  grandchild        a  little  girl. 

We  wish  to  extend  congratulation  to  Brother  Frank  Schimmelpcnnink 
and  Sister  Almine  de  Villiers.  Jr.  who  have  recently  announced  their 
engagement. 


BELLVILLE 


Sisters  Learn  Cake  Icing 


Dorathea 

The  Relief  Society  had  a  very 
successful  work  meeting  this  month 
when  Sister  Maritz  of  the  Mowbray 
Branch  very  kindly  gave  the  sisters 
a  very  informative  demonstration 
on  the  various  methods  oi  icing 
cakes.  The  Sisters  thoroughly  enjo\- 
ed  themselves  and  departed  from 
the  meeting  with  many  new  ideas 
on  how  to  make  their  cakes  look 
more  appetizing.  We  wish  to  thank 
Sister  Maritz  for  her  efforts  and 
preparation. 

Recently  the  MIA  held  their  in- 
door Olympics.  This  was  held  on  a 
district  basis  and  the  floating  tro- 
phy was  won  by  the  Mowbray 
Branch.  There  were  activities  for 
one   and    all    and    the   spectators   as 


Storey 

well  as  the  participants  enjoyed 
themselves. 

Brother  Don  Harper  and  Sister 
Lorraine  Bibb  were  the  guest 
speakers  at  the  Master  M-men  and 
Gleanor  evening.  Both  of  these  have 
attained  their  Mutual  awards  and 
they  gave  talks  on  how  they 
achieved  this  recognition. 

During  the  month  an  award  was 
given  in  the  scout  troop  for  the 
best  home-made  first  aid  kit.  All 
the  scouts  enthusiastically  entered 
and  the  kits  were  judged  by  Brother 
Hutchinson  who  is  a  member  of  St. 
Johns  of  long  experience.  Nicholas 
Goosen  Jr..  the  winner,  was  award- 
ed a  scout  knife.  The  kits  will  be 
kept  by  the  scouts  for  future  hikes 
and  camps. 


EAST  LONDON 

Work  Party 

Maria  van  Hccrden 

Great  excitement  led  up  to  the  dedication  of  the  chapel,  as  a  work 
party  was  arranged  at  the  chapel  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  3rd  Septem- 
ber. Everyone  was  assigned  duties  and  sisters  could  be  seen  dotting  the 
lawns,  weeding,  and  scrubbing  walls  and  cleaning  windows.  Although 
everyone  worked  hard,  many  a  joke  was  shared.  As  the  day  drew  to  a 
close  some  of  the  brethren  prepared  a  braaivleis  behind  the  chapel.  The 
daj   ended  with  the  wear)  saints  enjoying  the  delicious  meat  and  hot  soup. 

It  was  with  pride  we  gathered  at  the  chapel  on  3rd  September  to  hear 
Elder   Packer   dedicate  our  chapel   to  the   Lord.  We   know    that  our  fund- 
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raising  efforts  were  not  in  vain.  We  wish  to  thank  those  members  from 
Port  Elizabeth  who  travelled  so  many  miles  to  share  in  our  happiness. 

An  important  day  for  Sister  Rita  Siebert  was  the  baptismal  day  of  her 
daughter.  Colleen.  We  welcome  her  into  our  branch,  knowing  that  she  will 
be  a  credit  as  she  has  always  shown  great  interest  and  taken  part  in  Church 
activities. 

Our  basketball  team  is  continuing  to  do  well.  Although  they  have  not 
won  all  their  games,  their  enthusiasm  has  remained  high.  The  Table  Tennis 
season  has  come  to  an  end.  Our  first  team  came  second  and  our  ladies'  A 
and  B  teams  came  second  and  fourth  respectively  in  their  particular  leagues. 


PIETERMARITZBURG 


Chapel  Prepared 

Connie  de  Bruin 


August  was  a  very  busy  month 
with  all  the  painting  and  repairs  to 
the  chapel  that  had  to  be  made  be- 
fore the  dedication  on  September  2. 
The  work  parties  were  great  fun 
and  everyone  got  down  to  some 
real  hard  work.  The  final  work 
party  was  held  on  Settlers  day  and 
lunch  was  prepared  at  the  chapel. 
It  was  a  cold  rainy  dav  and  the  hot 
food  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

When  it  was  found  that  the  new 
hall  floor  was  not  well  polished,  a 
novel  way  of  polishing  was  devised: 
Several  of  the  Saints  sat  on  their 
polishing  cloths  and  were  pulled 
around  the  floor.  Not  only  did  this 
result  in  a  lot  of  fun  but  also  in  a 
beautifully  polished  floor. 

DURBAN 


One  of  the  biggest  events  of  the 
month  was  the  MIA  opening  social. 
This  is  something  we  all  think  is 
wonderful  inasmuch  as  Pieter- 
maritzburg  has  not  had  MIA  for 
a  long  time.  The  evening  was  a 
great  success  and  we  wish  to  thank 
Brother  and  Sister  Cockrell  for 
their  efforts.  This  lovely  family  has 
just  joined  our  branch  after  being 
transferred   from    the   Transvaal. 

The  Games  Club  held  two  even- 
ings of  silent  movies  which  were 
well  supported.  This  club  was  also 
responsible  for  a  braai  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ball. 
Everybody  seemed  to  have  had  a 
great  time.  Brother  Leslie  Ball  had 
a  week-end  pass  and  was  able  to 
join  in  the  fun. 


Chapel  Dedication 

Cheryl  D.  Vice 

The  Durban  Branch  members  felt  very  proud  and  blessed  when  our 
chapel  was  dedicated  by  an  ambassador  of  the  Lord.  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer, 
on  2nd  September,  1969.  This  was  a  great  highlight  in  all  our  lives  and 
especially  those  good  people,  who  worked  so  hard  and  diligently  towards 
its  completion. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Peter  and  Eileen  Bevan  on  the 
birth  of  their  lovely  baby  son,  Troye. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Peter  and  Marlene 
Daubney  back  from  their  temple  trip. 

Socials  held  during  the  month  included  the  monthly  "Budget"  film 
show  on  the  23rd  August  when  "Incredible  Journey"  was  shown  and  it  was 
especially  enjoyed  by  the  "little  people"  of  the  branch. 

The  young  marrieds  had  a  lovely  social  evening  together  at  the  Bluff 
which  was  greatly  enjoyed. 

The  Durban  Branch  members  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome 
formally  all  new  members  into  our  midst  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
them  all. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 
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ELDER   DALE 
MADSEN 


El.DEK   SPENCER 
REES 


ELDER    MORELL 
TEEPLES 


ELDER   MARLON 
FRY 


ELDER    DAMD 
DELL1NC.ER 


ELDER  DALE  MADSEN  arrived  on  AuKust  31.  Elder  Madscn  is  from  Righy  Idaho  and  is 
now   labouring  in  Johannesburg. 

ELDER  SPENCER  REES  arrived  or.  August  31.  Elder  Rees  is  from  Loa.  Utah  and  he  is 
now  assigned  to  work   in  Pretoria. 

ELDER  MORELL  TEEPLES  arrived  on  August  31.  Elder  Teeples  is  working  in  Johannes- 
burg       His  home  is  in  Ogden.  Utah. 

ELDER  MARLIN  FRY  arrived  September  3.  Elder  Fry  is  from  Clearfield.  Utah  and  is 
working    in    Durban. 

ELDER  DAVID  DELLINCER  arrived  September  3.  Elder  Dellinger  will  be  labouring  in 
Pretoria.   His  home  is  in  Costa  Mesa.  California. 


ELDER    DENNIS 
SAUNDERS 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER    RUSSELL 
II  \RPER 
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ELDER  SETH 
BUDGE 


ELDER    ROBERT 
LEE 


ELDER    STEVEN 
GATTEN 


ELDER   DENNIS   SAUNDERS   has  been   appointed   the   District   Leader  of  the  Central   Rand 

District.    Elder    Saunders    has    laboured    in    Kimberley,    Durban,    Roodepoort,    Windhoek. 

and   Pretoria. 
ELDER    RUSSELL    HARPER    has    been    appointed    District    Leader   of    the    Pretoria    District. 

Elder    Harper    has    laboured    in    Cape    Town.    Welkoni.    Pietermaritzburg.    Windhoek,    and 

Pretoria. 
ELDER    ROBERT   SETH   BUDGE  has  been   appointed   District  Leader  of  the   Mission   Home. 

Elder  Budge  has  laboured  in  East  London,  and  Salisbury. 
ELDER     ROBERT    LEE    has    been    appointed    assistant    Mission    Secretary.    Elder    Lee    has 

laboured  in   Pretoria. 
ELDER     STEVEN     GATTEN     has     been     appointed     Mission     Recorder.     Elder    Gatten     has 

laboured  in  Vereeniging. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER  MELVIN  JONES  has  been  transferred  from  Johannesburg  to  Bulawayo. 
ELDER  HAL  GOATES  has  been  transferred  from  Durban  to  Que  Que.  Rhodesia. 
ELDER  DOYLE  TALBOT  has  been  transferred  from  Pretoria  to  Que  One.  Rhodesia. 
ELDER  BRUCE  BALL  has  been  transferred  from  Salisbury  to  Pretoria. 
ELDER  PAUL  Ml  UK  has  been  transferred  from  Bulawayo  to  Salisbury. 
ELDER  BRIAN  ROCK  has  been  transferred  from   Bulawavo  to  Johannesburg. 
ELDER  ROBERT  DENNIS  has  been  transferred  from  the  Mission  Home  to  Gcrmiston. 
ELDER  BRUCE  JONES  has  been  transferred  from  Pietermaritzburg  to  the  East  Rand. 
ELDER    ROBERT    LASATER    has    been    transferred    from    Bloemfontein    to    the    West 
ELDER  FRED  GOODSON  has  been  transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Bloemfontein. 
ELDER  DOUGLAS  HART  has  been  transferred  from  the  Mission  Home  to  Vereeniging. 


JOSEPH  SMITH  THE  MAN 


Continued  from  page  270) 


John  Taylor  offered  to  tear  down  the  jail.  Cirus  Wheellock  offered  to 
dress  in  the  Prophet's  clothing.  Willard  Richards  offered  to  be  hanged  in 
his  stead.  All  of  these  the  Prophet  quietly  refused.  Before  he  was  wounded 
and  leaped  from  that  upstairs  window  at  Carthage,  he  stood  facing  the 
door  at  arms  length.  The  courage  which  enabled  him  to  cross  the  room  and 
leave  through  the  window  saved  the  lives  of  John  Taylor  and  Willard 
Richards  who  were  destined  for  high  callings  in  the  Church. 

A  life  that  has  become  a  candle  unto  the  Lord  is  a  life  that  all  would 
wish  to  see  more  clearly.  Such  a  life  was  Joseph  Smith's. 

The  central  question  that  has  to  be  asked  in  religion  in  our  day  is, 
"How  do  you  know?*'  or  better  still.  "How  can  I  know?"  "What  should 
lead  me  to  accept  this  man's  life  as  a  witness  when  there  are  so  many  other 
voices  calling?"  There  are  answers  given  to  these  questions  by  the  Saviour 
"My  doctrine  is  not  mine  but  His  that  sent  me.  If  any  man  will  do  his 
will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God.  or  whether  I 
speak  of  myself."  Christ's  second  answer  is  a  warning  against  false  prophets 
and  he  did  not  say  that  there  will  be  no  prophets,  rather  he  gave  us  a 
means  of  discrimination  or  a  way  of  discerning  the  true  from  the  false 
when  he  said.  "By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."" 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 

BLESSINGS 

KIMBERLEY  MOWBRAY 

MITCHELL,    Wayne    Alan    blessed    Aur.    10,         BORCHERDS.     Meent     Ralph     blessed     Scp- 
H)(,i)  tember   7.    1969, 

BAPTISMS 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
BOOYENS.     Catharina     Jacomina     (Saaiman) 


baptised  Aimust  2,    1469. 

STRYDOM,      Cornelia      Christina       baptised 
July  4.    1969. 


EAST    LONDON 
VAN     DER     MERWE.    Collen     D.     baptised 
AllRUSl    10.    1969. 

MOWBRAY 
SCHIMMELPENNINK.        Francisuc        Maria 
baptised  Aimust    10,   1969. 


ORDINATIONS 


MOWBRAY 
DAWSON,   Alan   Stanley  ordained   a  Teacher 

July    20.    1969. 
JURGENS.      Pieter     Christiaan     ordained     a 

Teacher  AuRust  10.  1969. 
THEYS.    Michael     Henri    Bercsford    ordained 

a  Teacher  Aurusi  10.   1969. 


RAMAH    I 
BUSSCHAU.     Andrew     Preston     ordained     a 

a  Deacon  AuRust  10.   1969. 
EDWARDS.     Robert     Anthony     ordained     a 

Deacon  AuRust   10.  1969. 
KRUGER.    Karl    David    ordained    a    Deacon 

AuRust    10.    1969. 


DEATHS 


BOTHA.       Cathrina 
AuRust   1.   1969. 


GENERAL  AUTHORITY  VISITS  .  .  .  (Continued  from  page  255) 
out  others  through  trading  and  will  more  rapidly  bring  their  investigators 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth.  How  soon  these  wonderful  things  occur  will 
be  dependent  upon  how  soon  each  of  us  assumes  his  responsibility  and 
upon  how  well  those  who  lead  learn  the  program  and  teach  others  to  lead. 
Each  of  us  has  the  responsibility  to  train  ourselves  to  adopt  the  whole 
programme  of  the  Church.  Then  we  must  train  others  to  adopt  and  put 
into  operation  the  full  programme. 

One  of  our  present  goals  is  to  have  the  full  programme  of  the  Church 
put  into  operation  in  each  branch.  We  are  anxious  that  every  officer  and 
teacher  know  the  full  programme  of  the  Church.  If  present  numbers 
prevent  putting  all  of  the  programme  into  operation,  let  us  put  all  of  it 
possible  into  operation,  with  our  goal  firmly  fixed  to  know  and  understand 
what  the  full  programme  is.  and  step  by  step  achieve  that  goal.  As  a  part 
of  this  plan,  each  Auxiliary  of  the  Church  should  be  held  at  the  time  and 
on  the  day  recommended  for  such  meeting.  If  this  is  impossible  at  the 
moment,  then  we  should  work  to  achieve  this  goal  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  impact  of  Elder  and  Sister  Packer's  visit  will  continue  to  bless 
this  mission  in  years  to  come.  We  will  look  forward  to  their  next  visit  with 
faith  that  they  will  find  a  stronger  and  more  dedicated  membership  than 
ever  before. 

May  each  of  us  prove  profitable  servants  to  our  Heavenly  Father  by 
working  together  to  serve  him  well.  The  blessing  to  those  who  remain 
steadfast  in  the  work  is  eternal  life,  which  is  the  greatest  gift  of  God. 

With  love  to  each  of  you. 
President  and  Sister  Badger 

AMERICA'S  MOST  FASCINATING  CHARACTER  (Continued  from  page  267) 

words,  he  kept  his  earthly  estate.  He  did  so  by  sacrificial  service  to  his 
fellow  men,  by  his  true  dedication,  and  by  courageous  action  in  righteous- 
ness. He  spent  his  life  in  seeking  after  the  kingdom  of  God  here  on  Earth. 
He  found  it,  for  I'm  sure  that  he  is  a  part  of  that  kingdom  in  the  heavens 
today.  For  these  reasons,  I  term  him  "America's  most  fascinating 
character." 
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Thvy  Spvul*  for  Thvmsvtrvs 

Those  who  live  in  the  Lord   never  see  each  other  for  the  last  time. 

*  *  * 

If  youth  be  a  defect,  it  is  one  that  we  outgrow   only  too  soon. 

*  *  * 

If  you  confer  a  benefit,  never  remember  it;   if  you   receive   one.  never 

forget  it.  — Cicero 

*  *  * 

The  lazier  a  man  is  the  more  he  plans  to  do  tomorrow. 

*  *  * 

Money  is  a  good  servant,  but  a  dangerous  master. 

*  *  * 

He  is  a  wise  man  who  does  not  grieve  for  the  things  which  he  has 
not  but  rejoices  for  those  which  he  has.  — Epictetus 

*  *  * 

An  item  appeared  in  a  trade  paper  the  other  day  stating  that  more 
than  two  thousand  elephants  are  required  to  make  our  piano  keys.  Isn't 
it  wonderful  what  those  huge  animals  can  be  trained  to  do? 

*  *  * 

All    women's   hats   are   different   —   milliners    seldom    make    the   same 

mistake  twice. 

*  *  * 

Ideas  are  very  much  like  children  —  your  own  are  very  wonderful. 

ELDER  PACKER'S  VISIT         (Continued  from  page  263) 

Ramah  Chapel  was  the  scene  of  the  Transvaal  District  Leadership 
Dinner  which  the  Packers  attended  the  day  before  they  departed  for 
South  America. 

Certainly  the  work  of  finding  new  souls  to  whom  the  Gospel  can  be 
taught  has  been  furthered  by  the  visit  of  Elder  Packer  and  his  wife.  The 
entire  membership  has  been  uplifted  and  encouraged  in  their  efforts  to 
establish  a  fine  family  environment,  and  his  words  were  a  stimulant  to  the 
saints  here  to  increase  their  desires  to  be  valiant  in  their  testimonies. 

Perhaps  the  most  impressive  part  of  this  visit  and  the  words  of  Elder 
Packer  was  the  testimony  Elder  Packer  bore  —  a  testimony  that  Jesus 
Christ  Lives,  that  this  is  Jesus  Christ's  Church,  that  He  is  no  stranger  to 
it  and  that  He  reigns  in  the  midst  of  His  Saints  today.  This  testimony 
which  has  been  left  indelibly  on  each  of  us  and  which  was  expressed  with 
words  and  demonstrated  by  actions  is  truly  a  manifestation  of  inspiration 
for  "the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  revelation.  (Rev.  19:  10) 

THE  PROPHET  JOSEPH  SMITH         (Continued  from  page  264) 

poured  out  persecutions  of  every  description  upon  this  noble  man  and  his 
people.  The  Saints  were  torn  from  their  homes  on  numerous  occasions  and 
forced  to  endure  the  winter's  whims.  All  of  these  were  heaped  upon  a  man 
and  people  who  displayed  no  desire  to  harm  anyone. 

Even  this  base  persecution  of  the  Saints  was  a  further  attestation  that 
the  Prophet's  called  was  divine.  Persecution  is  a  heritage  of  those  who  are 
following  the  Lord  —  a  sign  whereby  we  can  recognize  those  who  are 
serving  him  with  correct  principles.  So  it  was  with  the  Saints  in  the  Dis- 
pensation of  the  meridian  of  Time. 

The  prophecy  to  Joseph  Smith  that  his  name  would  be  known  through- 
out the  world  for  good  or  for  evil  has  indeed  become  a  reality.  The  CSM 
presents  a  special  feature  on  Joseph  Smith  Junior,  the  prophet  and  the 
man. 
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